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There is a tension in Gorka Mohamed’s paintings, between irrationality and the fixed and organized
structures. It shows the tension of the modern individual who is invaded by an environment more and
more apathetic and alienated. This, shrinks and invalidate him in a social-political context with no real
chance of choice; a world bizarrely collapsed of images and information which annul the critical think-
ing ability against reality and invite us to passivity. Facing this, Mohamed understands the way of
thinking related with painting as a process for the reversal of ethos, a lack of limits and life project.

Mohamed represents the relevant anguish caused by the present context. Since his work is inspired by
Spanish Baroque, garbs and headwear typical from the Spanish Golden Age can be recognized in his
paintings through three-quarters view portraits, with neutral-coloured backgrounds and reflecting the
inner self of the figure, which makes us reminding Veldzquez or El Greco. These pieces evoke the ro-
mantic grotesque more than the Renaissance one, despite the power of the colours, many times they
distil tension and disquiet since its very first look. The figures are gloomy and alienated, becoming
hollow marionettes subjugated by information overload and a false sense of freedom. Showing the
“true face” of the present individual is the cathartic tool in which the observers recognize themselves
and awake their mind from its block.

An anxiety to visually figure out the different lays of our cultural environment’s reality is shown in his
paintings. It can be also found a persistence in adding elements already contaminated and analysed by
semantics, raising new ways of looking with simplicity from the ruins of modernity and our cultural
reality.

Gorka Mohamed (Santander, Spain, 1978) lives and works in London. He graduates in Arts in 2003
at Escuela Massana of Barcelona and he finishes in 2008 a Master in Fine Arts at Goldsmiths,
University of London. Among his last exhibitions, stand out: in 2016 ‘Raise ravens and they will
pluck out your eyes’ at Peter Von Kant (London) and group exhibition at Choi & Lager Gallery
(Cologne, Germany); “Termite Painting & the Sick Feet”, Galeria Juan Sili6 (Santander, Spain, 2015);
“100 Painters of Tomorrow”, One Art Space Gallery (New York, 2014); “Exeter Contemporary
Open” (Exeter, United Kingdom, 2014); Enlaces + Seis Contextos, Museo Patio Herreriano
(Valladolid, Spain, 2012); “Wonderpia”, Seoul Museum of Contemporary Art, Nanjo Studio Gallery,
(Seoul, South Korea 2011); “Tautologies” at Galeria b’ONE (Seoul, South Korea, 2010); or
"Ventriloquist’, curated by Emma Dexter at Timothy Taylor Gallery (London, 2009).

Recently, Gorka Mohamed has been included in several prestigious international publications, such
as “100 Painters of Tomorrow” by prestigious publishing house Thames & Hudson or “Young Lon-
don 2011-2014" by Grey Tiger Books and V22 publishing houses. His work can be found various co-
llections like Fundacién Coca - Cola, Patio Herreriano, Banco Caja Madrid, Fundacién Centenera or
Goldsmiths College, University of London.
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En la pintura de Gorka Mohamed existe una tensién entre lo irracional y las estructuras mas fijas y
organizadas. Muestra la tension del individuo contemporaneo que se ve invadido por un entorno cada
vez mas apatico y anulador, que lo hace cada vez mas minusculo e invalido en un contexto sociopoliti-
co en el que no hay posibilidad real de eleccién. Un mundo que estd grotescamente saturado de image-
nes e informacién que anulan la aptitud critica frente a lo que ocurre y nos invita a la pasividad. Ante
esto, Gorka entiende el modo de pensar asociado a la pintura como proceso de inversién de valores, de
ausencias de limites y como proyecto vital.

Mohamed representa la angustia coyuntural, ocasionada por el contexto actual. Con fuerte inspiracién
en el Barroco espafiol, se puede reconocer en sus obras ropas y tocados caracteristicos del Siglo de Oro
a través de retratos de tres cuartos, con fondos neutros y reflejando el interior del personaje, llevan-
donos a mirar hacia Velazquez o El Greco. Son piezas que recuerdan mas al grotesco romdntico que al
renacentista, a pesar de la potencia de los colores, muchas veces destilan tensién y desasosiego desde
una primera mirada, al contrario que en Macarrén. Son seres sombrios, alienados, llegando a ser ma-
rionetas vacias avasalladas por la sobreinformacién y la falsa sensacion de libertad. Mostrar el “verda-
dero rostro” del individuo actual es el instrumento catarquico en el que el propio espectador se reco-
noce y despierta a la mente de su bloqueo.

Encontramos en su trabajo un ansia por desentramar visualmente los diferentes tejidos y capas de la
realidad de nuestro entorno cultural. Una insistencia en adherir elementos ya contaminados y desme-
nuzados por la semantica, erigiendo con sencillez nuevas miradas a partir de las ruinas de la moderni-
dad y de nuestra realidad cultural.

Gorka Mohamed (Santander, 1978) vive y trabaja en Londres. Se gradua en arte en el afio 2003 en
la Escuela Massana de Barcelona y finaliza en el afio 2008 el Master in Fine Arts en Goldsmiths,
University of London. Entre sus ultimas exposiciones destacan: en 2016 ‘Raise ravens and they will
pluck out your eyes’ en Peter Von Kant (Londres) y en Choi & Lager Gallery (Colonia, Alemania);
“Termite Painting & the Sick Feet”, Galeria Juan Silié (Santander, 2015); “100 Painters of Tomo-
rrow”, One Art Space Gallery (Nueva York, 2014); “Exeter Contemporary Open” (Exeter, Reino
Unido, 2014); Enlaces + Seis Contextos, Museo Patio Herreriano (Valladolid, 2012); “Wonderpia”,
Seoul Museum of Contemporary Art, Nanjo Studio Gallery, (Seul, Corea 2011); “Tautologies” en la
Galeria b’ONE (Seul, Corea, 2010); o 'Ventriloquist’, comisariada por Emma Dexter en Timothy
Taylor Gallery (London, 2009).

Recientemente ha sido incluido en varias publicaciones de prestigio internacional como “100 Pain-
ters of Tomorrow” por la prestigiosa editorial Thames & Hudson o “Young London 2011-2014" por
la editorial Grey Tiger Books y V22. Su obra se encuentra en diversas colecciones como Fundacién
Coca - Cola, Patio Herreriano, Banco Caja Madrid, Fundacién Centenera o Goldsmiths College, Univer-
sity of London.
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TITULO Laura
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Gorka Mohamed

Born in Santander in 1978, Spain.

Lives and works in Madrid andLondres.

Education
2006-2008 Master in Fine Arts, Goldsmiths College. London, United Kingdom.
1997-2003 Graduated in Art and Design, Escola Massana. Barcelona, Spain.

Solo Exhibitions

2018 I ARFE’. Galerie La Mauvaise Réputation. Bordeaux, France.

2016 ‘Raise ravens and they will pluck out your eyes’. Peter Von Kant. London, United Kingdom.
2016 Choi & Lager Gallery. Cologne, Germany.

2015 ‘Termite Painting & The Sick Feet’, Galeria Juan Silio. Santander, Spain.

2014 Solo Project, Arte Santander. Santander, Spain.

2011 ‘Riendo Hacia Atras’. Galeria Distrito4, Madrid.

2010 ‘Tautologies’. Gallery b’one. Seoul, Korea.

2009 ‘Toon Toon’. Galeria Siboney. Santander, Spain.

2006 ‘Puente de la Vision'. Museo de Bellas Artes de Santander, Spain.

‘Ghosts and premonitions’. Galeria Luis Adelantado, Valencia.

Selection Group Exhibitions

2018 ‘Poco Hecho/Medium Rare’. Matadero. Madrid, Spain.

‘A Monochrome Exhibition’. Rocky Shore Gallery. Tokyo, Japan.

‘Back to the Hood'. Thierry Lagalla, Vicent Gicquel, Charles Manson, Gorka Mohamed, Manuel

Ocampo. Thomas Bernard/Cortex Athletico & La Mauvaise Réputation, Bordeaux.

‘Boy Meets Girl’. Danny Fox, Bernhard Martin, Dale Lewis and Gorka Mohamed. Choi & Lager

Gallery. Cologne, Germany

‘Boy Meets Girl’. Dale Lewis, Bernhard Martin and Gorka Mohamed. Choi & Lager Gallery. Colo-

ne, Germany.

‘Yes, Sir/Ma’am! No, Sir/Ma’am! Right Away, Sir/Ma’am!. Manuel Ocampo & Collaborators’. Ga-

leria Tyler Rollins Fine Art. New York. USA

Cast Swine Before Pearls. Spanish Contemporary Painting in Our Dysfunctional Era. Galerie

Roberto Molito Alabang. Manila, Philippines.

2017 Exposicion Colectiva (Comisariada por Manuel Ocampo). The Drawing Room. Makati,
Philippines.

2016 “Puertos de Entrada”, Festival Periferias (comisariada por Javier Aquilué). Huesca, Spain.

2015 “Proyecto de la Mano", Centro Centro”. Madrid, Spain.



“Tener que Sentir” Antiguo Instituto Jovellanos (comisariado por Angel Calvo y Alfredo
Aracil). Gijon.
2014 *100 Painters of Tomorrow”. One Art Space Gallery. New York
‘Exeter Contemporary Open 2014'. Exeter, UK
‘Untitled (Unconscious)’ TJBoulting Gallery. London.
2013 ‘Creekside Open 2013’ seleccionado por Ceri Hand; A.P.T Gallery. London
‘Ultima pintura en las colecciones del DA2 y la Fundacién Coca-Cola’. Museo de Arte
Contemporaneo de Arrecife (MIAC). Lanzarote, Spain.
‘Meaning Making’ (curated by Monica Alvarez Careaga. Exposicion itinerante. New York
Washington and Brussels.
2012 ‘Enlaces + Seis Contextos’. Museo Patio Herreriano. Valladolid, Spain.
‘Salon Art Prize’. Matt Roberts Arts gallery. London
‘Swollen Jungle’. Union Gallery, London.

2011 ‘Creekside Open 2011 selecionado por Dexter Dalwood’, A.P.T Gallery. London.
‘Young London’, V22 Collection. London

2010 'Odd Place'. Artside Gallery. Seoul, South Korea.

‘Adquisiciones 2010 de la fundacion Coca-Cola’. DA2, Salamanca, Spain.

‘Bright Lights London Painting’, Resy Muijsers contemporary art. Tilburg, Netherlands.

‘il alla A lai de IA il’, Crimes Town Gallery. London, United Kingdom.

‘Coleccion Bragales’, Palacio de Sastago. Zaragoza, Spain.

‘TAG’, Brown Gallery. Londres, Reino Unido.

‘The Alchemists’, Endel Assanti Project Space. London, United Kingdom.
2009d ‘Ventriloquist” (comisariado por Emma Dexter). Timothy Taylor Gallery. London, United
Kingdom.

‘Code of Being’. Gallery With Space. Beijing, China.
“Modern Times'. Vegas Gallery. London, United Kingdom.

Notes from the Underground’. James Taylor Gallery. London, United Kingdom.

2008 ‘MFA Degree Show’, Goldsmiths College. London, United Kingdom.

2007 ‘Planes Futuros’ (comisariado por Maria de Corral y Lorena Martinez de Corral), Sala
Baluarte. Pamplona, Spain.
‘Celeste Art Prize’. T2 The Old Truman Brewery, Londres. . Lyon & Turnbull, Edinburg.

‘Beauty & Sadness’. Galeria Galeria Torreao Nascente da Condoaria Nacional, Lisbon.
Industrie-und Handelskammer. Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

Awards, Scholarships and Residencies
2018/2019 Ranchito Lebanon Residency. Hammana artist house. Lebanon, Hammana, Leba-
non. Matadero Madrid.

2014 Honourable Mention in the category of painting at Beers Contemporary Award for Emer-
ging Art. London, United Kingdom.



Finalist in Exeter Contemporary Open 2014. Exeter, United Kingdom.
2008 Winner of Warden Purchase Prize.
2005 Winner of Pancho Cossio Contest

Selected in Generaciones 2005 Contest of Caja Madrid

Residency Arteleku
2002 Winner of the Casimiro Sainz Contest, Reinosa, Spain

2001 Grant of studies by Escola Mesana. Barcelona, Spain

Collections

Coleccion Solo. Madrid, Spain

Coleccion Pilar Citoler. Spain

Coleccion Los Bragales. Spain

Patio Herreriano, Museo de arte contemporaneo espariol. Valladolid, Spain
Banco Caja Madrid. Spain

Fundacion Coca-Cola. Spain

Gobierno de Cultura de Cantabria. Spain

Ayuntamiento de Reinosa. Spain

Goldsmiths College, University of London. United Kingdom
Coleccion Norte. Spain

Coleccion Olor Visual. Spain

Fundacion Centenera. Spain

Lectures
"Termite Painting". Universidad de Historia del Arte. Malaga. 2018
“Proyecto Chimenea. Power Art Point. Casa Encendida (2017)

La cultura alternativa como alternativa cultural”, Universidad de Cantabria (2007)

Selected Catalogues and Publications

El Ranchito Lebanon. Poco Hecho-Medium Rare. (2018)

100 Painters of Tomorrow editado por Thames & Hudston (2014)

Young London 2011/2014. Editado por V22 y Grey Tiger Books. Texto de David Thorp (2014)
2014/Antes de Irse. 40 ideas sobre pintura. Texto por David Barro (2013)
Meaning Making, texto por Monica Alvarez Careaga (2013)

Wonderpia, texto por Lee Jinmyung (2011)

Cantabros en la Coleccion Norte, texto por Juan Manuel Bonet (2011)
Odd Place, texto por Lee Jinmyung (2010)

Tautologies, texto por Raul Zamudio (2010)

Toon Toon, texto por Kristian Leahy (2009)



Turpsbanana issue n°6, review por Sarah Douglas (2009)

Silenci? (2009)

Planes Futuros. Texto por Cedar Lewisohn (2007)

Celeste Art Prize (2007).

Arte Emergente en Espaia por Manuela Villa (2006 )

Beauty and Sadness por Mdnica Alvarez Careaga (2007)

Puente de la Vision. Museo de bellas arte de Santander. Texto de Isabel Portilla (2006)
D[x]i Magazine, issue 21 (2006)

Street Logos por Tristan Manco (2004)



